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Welcome to 2021 at St. Agnes Parish 

 
St. Agnes continues to brighten each day for our parishioners and those in our community.   

The church facility may be restricted in its function, but our parishioners and ministries continue to carry out 

God’s work in our parish community. We are so pleased to present a brief overview of how we are 

beginning 2021 by sharing the Word of God, helping those in need, and offering hope among believers. 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Caring about the welfare of others is exemplified in the compassionate efforts of the St. Vincent de Paul 

group.  Every second Friday, the coordinating team led by John Wenzel, Rosanne Chlebovec, and Joe 

Raynak provide food hampers at the doors of St. Agnes to help people and their families.  

 “For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat” Matthew 25:35 

 

Alpha Connect Groups 

Although the formal Alpha program concluded last month, many participants would like to continue to meet 

for faith- based discussions. (via Zoom).  Karen O’Connor is coordinating a Connect Group known as The 

Wild Goose, for a series of fourteen sessions that strengthen one’s relationship with the Holy Spirit. Each 

session features a video, discussion, questions, and prayer.  It begins January 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Property and Financial Stewardship 

The Finance Council, under Phil Jarvis’ lead, meets regularly as a good steward of parish finances.  The 

Property Council, led by Karl Schulzki, continues to monitor the physical requirements of the parish facility, 

attending to repairs or replacement needs. 

 

Reaching Out through Social Media 

The live streaming of weekend Masses, the Tuesday evening Mass, and Adoration are viewed by hundreds 

of people.  Thanks most of all to Father James for his inspiring homilies and to Karl Schulzki, John Ilkka and 

others who ensure our live streamed productions are professionally broadcasted on social media platforms.  

Our Music Ministry and others in liturgical roles add a special touch to make online services very beautiful. 
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Responding to the Need for Prayer 

St. Agnes has 3 prayer groups, all available for those who need prayer in their lives at this time. 

Requests for prayer are confidential unless specified otherwise.   

Prayer requests can be made by calling a dedicated phone number at 475-7104, or through the website at 

www.stagnesrc.ca.  This program is coordinated by Karen O' Connor. 

Often, urgent prayer requests from parishioners are received by the Prayer Chain.  Lois Edwardson leads 

this ministry, responding to requests by contacting ministry members through a chain of calls or emails.  

Prayers continue for one month after the request is received.   

The Prayer Group is an open prayer session, where new members are welcome. The Group, led by Sandy 

Debesys, Ann Femiak and Armand Danis, meets regularly (now by Zoom) for praise, worship, singing, 

teaching, reading, and discussion.  

 

Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Rite of Welcome 

This Sunday, January 10, 2021 at the 9am Mass, we celebrate the Rite of Welcoming for  Matthew 

Coulombe, who has been baptized.  Let us all welcome him into our faith community of St. Agnes. He will 

be presented with a cross and the Word of God.  Please join his sponsor David Gibb in showing your 

support and keeping them both in your prayers, as Matthew journeys toward full membership in the Catholic 

Church.  Wanda Major is our ministry leader for the RCIA program. 

 

Confirmation and First Communion Preparation 

Candidates are currently registering for the 2021 program. The Confirmation Preparation Team led by 

Susan Tocheri Driver, is exploring innovative ways to deliver the program to students, possibly using Zoom. 

Similarly, the First Communion Team led by Maureen Van Dyk is considering the best way to deliver the 

program in a safe and meaningful way.  Maureen currently emails a children’s version of the Gospel and an 

activity each week to families who participated in the program in the past three years.  This information is 

also posted on our website’s Children’s Liturgy page 

 

Parish Council and Ministry Leaders 

Cindy Jarvela, Parish Council chair, brings her team together each month to meet with Fr. James and 

address any issues within Council’s mandate.  Council members and several ministry leaders are soon to 

be engaged in developing ministry plans for the next 6 to 12 months. 

 

Senior Leadership Team  

With overall guidance and vision from Fr. James, the five-person Senior Leadership Team is meeting twice 

a month. This group provides strategic direction, leadership development, continuity of programming, and 

builds support for Fr. James’ vision for St. Agnes Parish.  This week, they will develop a 6 month work plan. 

 

Raise the Roof Campaign Celebrates Achievements 

The Campaign Team meets this week to wrap up the campaign, tally the outcome, and prepare a report for 

parishioners.  We eagerly look forward to hearing more details about this amazing project and the 

outstanding work of many parishioners. 

 

 

 

http://www.stagnesrc.ca/
https://mail.tbaytel.net/
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Crisis Response Steering Committee  

This Committee is poised to respond to any crisis affecting our parish that relates to COVID-19.  Next week, 

Committee members will discuss what the next 6 months could look like in our parish, recognizing that a 

crisis can arise with little warning, and plans change quickly.   

Flexible, adaptable, and resilient, this 7-person team co-chaired by Cindy Jarvela and Beatrice Metzler 

represents the five pillars of the parish:  Worship – Andrea North; Evangelization – Karen O’Connor; 

Discipleship – Maureen Van Dyk and Lyndsey Swoluk; Ministry – Sharon Bukovy; and Fellowship.   

Enabling this team to finance its work and communicate to parishioners are Finance Enabler Allan Tennant 

and Communication Enablers Kim Coursolle and Wanda Major. 

 

Social Justice Ministry 

This ministry, led by Marcia Vaillant, actively raises awareness about the need for for peace and social 

justice in the developing world, encouraging support for, and involvement in, its programs.  New this year is 

a focus on how we can make our parish more ‘green’.  

 

Annual Vacation Postponed by Father James 

It is with regret that we confirm with parishioners that Father James will forego his annual vacation to India, 

in the best interests of his and his family’s health and safety.  If global pandemic conditions improve later 

this year, he hopes to rejoin his family for a short vacation, one that is well-deserved.  We know this is most 

disappointing for Fr. James, but true to his nature, he’s accepted this turn of events and continues to devote 

his full energy into the well-being of St. Agnes Parish. 

 

Mass Statistics, courtesy Wanda Major 

              M          Multiply each by at least  2 for the Live Streamed, recognizing that there are usually two or more persons viewing only one screen. 

        

          

2021 

 
              

  22-Dec Christmas 27-Dec 29-Dec New Years 3-Jan 

 
              

  Live Engaged Live Engaged Live Engaged Live Engaged Live Engaged Live Engaged 

 
              

              5 pm Mass     69 369 18 171     29 118 29 122 

 
              

             Dec24 10:30 pm     27 245                 

 
              

              9am Mass     31 155                 

 
              

            11am Mass     27 232 64 266     32 166 70 122 

 
              

              Adoration 7 87         7 109         

 
              

              
              

W          We continue to reach 400 to 800 people each week 

          

 

It’s a Brighter Life with God 

 


