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 September 8, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Season, A New Beginning 
 

As our Parish greets the autumn season, we look forward to re-connecting with those we’ve not seen during 

the summer months.  Some parishioners go elsewhere for the entire summer and our normally active 

ministries enjoy a well-deserved reprieve before beginning a new year of ministry in September. 

 

The summer has been a thoughtful time for ministry leaders in planning how their ministries can adapt to our 

changed world.  Their question may be, “How can my ministry show our love for God through support for 

our Pastor and our Parish?” 

 

The missionary stance of the church is engagement.  Jesus pitched his tent out in the world to engage people 

– the first step towards saving them.  Our ministries are now formulating new opportunities to bring people 

with unique baptismal gifts into a ministry where they can embrace life-long learning, meet others with 

similar gifts, and feel the love in new friendships.  For many parishioners and visitors, ministry can be a 

lifeline that lifts them from isolation to a place of healing.  

 

Scripture says we should make every effort to be of one heart.  This church year is a time for fresh ideas and 

innovative ways to accomplish our mission, especially when traditional ways may no longer work as well in 

this changed world.  St. Agnes Parish has always risen to a new challenge together. This fall, we’ll bring 

renewal to our parish, leading the way in His love. 

 

Weekend Mass Participation 
Attendance        5:00 p.m.          9:00 a.m.       11:00 a.m.        7:00 p.m.        

Aug. 28, 29  74      59   58  32                

Sept. 4, 5  n/a      58   42  37                

Attendance statistics courtesy Katherine Smith 

A warm Welcome to Father James on his return on September 7th.   

Thank you, parishioners, for your prayers for Father’s safe return. 
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Funeral Mass Support Team: Standing by You 
 

Our St. Agnes Funeral Ministry continues to enhance the assistance they offer at Celebrations of Life in our 

Parish.  COVID restrictions, followed by fluid capacity adjustments, have tested the flexibility of our six-

member Funeral Ministry team.  

 

Families of the deceased require one Funeral Ministry member dedicated solely to their needs, especially 

when a funeral home is not involved.  Families are generally unfamiliar with important items such as where 

the urn should be placed, where to sit, where flowers go after the service, who looks after the guest book, 

when should they be seated, ….the list goes on.   

 

Prior to COVID, Funeral Ministry leader, Sylvia Kayzer, was on hand to assist the family of the deceased.  

Whenever a funeral home was involved, she also helped the funeral director access items required for the 

service set-up.  Usually, one or two additional Funeral Ministry members were required at each funeral, 

depending on anticipated attendance.  

 

This has all changed with COVID.  The Funeral Ministry now requires help to set up the altar for Mass, host 

the visitation table, greet people, assist the family, and help the funeral director. There are also new 

associated roles for the Music Ministry, Atmosphere Ministry, Greeters, Sacristans, trained Ushers, and the 

video crew.  Every task is carried out under COVID protocols. 

 

Funeral capacity fluctuates depending on how many people can sit side-by-side as members of the same 

family or hub.  The role of trained ushers is therefore very important, as they know how people can be safely 

seated within the COVID guidelines.  Added to this is seating in the overflow hall and video streaming into 

the hall. 

 

Ushers play a vital role in ensuring attendees follow safe seating regulations, always with tact and respect.   

Ushers are the face of our parish at funerals where we greet many visitors as well as Catholics who may not 

attend church often.  Our ushers excel at showing how we support one another in all that we do at St. Agnes. 

 

We are truly blessed with our resilient Funeral Ministry and the associated ministries that assist them.  

Together they nurture an atmosphere of kindness and love throughout our parish. 

 

The Funeral Ministry needs two additional volunteers.  If you can help this Ministry continue its excellent 

standard of service, please contact Sylvia Kayzer at 577-2257 or skayzer@tbaytel.net. 

for more information on the role of the Funeral Ministry or to volunteer your assistance. 

 

The Ushers Ministry also needs extra help ushering at funerals.  Please contact Bill Bragnalo at 622-5988 or 

billbragnalo@tbaytel.net for more information or to volunteer.  Thank you! 
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St. Agnes’ subscription to FORMED is available to all parishioners.  

Here's how to sign up: 
 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Look for our parish name:  St. Agnes Church, 1019 Brown St., Thunder Bay 

3. Enter your name and email 

4. Don’t sign out when you are done to automatically open the site. You can also download the app on 

any device. 

5. If you need help, email Vikki at vstorry@tbcschools.ca 

 

 If you need some ideas try these: 

 The Our Father: A Short Course with Dr. Ben Akers goes line by line through the Lord’s Prayer, 

highlighting what it meant to Jesus' audience and to us today. Pray it with your family. 

 

 FORMED for Mission: What is the Church? The Catholic Church is one, holy, Catholic, and 

apostolic church.  Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp teach on what the Catholic Church is, focusing on 

her four marks listed in the Creed.   

 

 Children ages 6 and up will love Ryan Defrates: Secret Agent. This cartoon adventure series is fast 

paced and has great messages. 

 

 

Parishioners will find a wide variety of studies, books, movies, and audio books, for all ages. 

Let us know what you would recommend to others. 

 

http://signup.formed.org/
mailto:vstorry@tbcschools.ca

